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This process, however, which had begun in the early decades of the
seventeenth century with the landing of the first settlers on the
Atlantic coast, was completed in the last decade of the nineteenth
centtfry by 'the closing of the frontier'. From that moment, the
United States was a country of essentially the same geographical
and social structure as the European countries from which her people
had originally come. And though she was laid out on a vastly grSater
scale than the largest countries of Europe, and could give her people
an amount of elbow-room which would be the envy of the Europeans
for generations to come, nevertheless 'the closing of the frontier*
was an epoch-making event in American history.
It meant that from that time onwards the relative importance
of the American people's relations with Physical Nature on the
American Continent would tend to diminish in comparison with the
growing importance of their relations with their^ellow human beings:
in the first place with one another, and in the second place with the
rest of Mankind. This new tendency in American history, which set
in during 'the eighteen-nineties', took some forty years to impress
itself upon the American consciousness. But •fche internal situation
in the United States in 1933 under President Franklin Roosevelt's
regime was already foreshadowed at the time when his kinsm&n and
predecessor in office, Theodore Roosevelt, as a young man, was seeing
for himself the last of the cow-boy life in the Far North-West. In
1933 it was at last openly recognized that in American life the thing
of paramount importance was not hogs or cereals or minerals or
bonds but the relation between one human being and another. For
the moment, the Americans were absorbed in the effort to master
their own parochial human relations. Yet, in spite of the nationalistic
Presidential message of the 3rd July, 1933, to the World Economic
Conference in London, there were indications that, sooner or later,
this newly awakened interest of the American people in human
affairs would overleap its first parochial limits and would come to
occupy a world-wide field. It was not for nothing that^the United
States had been drawn into belligerency in the War o*f 1914-18 and
had found herself intimately concerned, in the post-war years, in
those international problems which had their focus in the Western
Pacific and in Eastern Asia,
In subsequent chapters of this Part, some account is given of the
internal history and international relations of the United States,
during the year 1933, on the economic and political planes. 'The
present chapter may fitly close with a sketch of the inward state of
mind from which these outward events and actions flowed.

